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August 11, 2011 
 

Marlene Dortch, Esq. 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20554 
 
RE: Notice of Ex Parte Communication, MB Docket No. 09-182 (2010 Quadrennial Review), 

MB Docket No. 07-294 (Diversity Proceeding), ET Docket No. 10-235 (Innovation in 
Broadcast Television Bands Proceeding), EB Docket No. 04-296 (Emergency Alert 
System), MM Docket 98-204 (Equal Employment Opportunity), and IB Docket No. 11-
133 (Foreign Ownership) 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
This reports on a meeting held August 11, 2011 with Edward Lazarus, Chief of Staff.  
Representing MMTC at the meeting were Julia Johnson, Treasurer and myself. 
 
Attached is a document, “Seven Proposals on Broadcast Regulation,” that was distributed and 
discussed at these meetings. 
 
I elaborated upon the handout by noting: 
 

• The seven proposals should be read as a package rather than individual proposals because 
together they can greatly impact minority ownership, employment, and diversity within 
the media industry.  Considered as a package, they address each element of diversity – 
access to capital, spectrum, employment and information. 

  
• The Commission should demonstrate support for the tax certificate policy’s restoration 

and coordinate with the White House to determine how a tax certificate could be worked 
into legislation to incentivize broadcasters to participate in spectrum auctions. 

 
• A significant portion of the Commission’s research efforts should be used to research the 

Diversity Committee’s recommendation on creating an Overcoming Disadvantages 
Preference1 and completing disparity studies. 

                                                
1 See Advisory Committee on Diversity for Communications in the Digital Age, 
Recommendation on Preference for Overcoming Disadvantage (October 14, 2010), available at 
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• The Commission should restore Form 395 and require full transparency in data 
collection.  This information is extremely valuable and the Commission has repeatedly 
said they will not allow the information to be misused.   

 
• Relaxation of the foreign ownership policy would provide struggling broadcasters with 

capital and open the door for potential reciprocal investment in other countries. The 
Commission should apply to broadcasting a regulatory framework similar to that 
proposed for wireless in the recent Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Foreign 
Ownership (NPRM).2   I was critical of footnote 3 in the NPRM, which excludes foreign 
ownership for broadcast licensees under section 310(b)(4) from the scope of the 
proceeding.  The Commission failed to show how differences between broadcasting and 
wireless are still relevant in the context of capital formation.  MMTC’s petition for 
reconsideration, filed in 2008, remains pending.3  

 
• Multilingual EAS is a moral issue of high priority and the lack of multilingual 

broadcasting in an emergency is a disaster waiting to happen.  We cannot afford another 
Hurricane Katrina situation in which people died because they didn’t speak English and 
had no means of in-language communication available to them. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
  David Honig 
 
David Honig 
President and Executive Director 
 
Attachment:  Seven Proposals on Broadcast Regulation (Revised August 1, 2011) 
 

                                                                                                                                                       
http://transition.fcc.gov/DiversityFAC/recommendations.html (follow link to “Recommendation 
on Preference for Overcoming Disadvantage”) (last visited August 11, 2011).   
2 See Review of Foreign Ownership Policies for Common Carriers and Aeronautical Radio 
Licensees under Section 310(b)(4), Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, IB Docket No. 11-133 (rel. 
August 9, 2011).   
3 See, e.g. Recommendation for the Adoption of a Declaratory Ruling on Section 310(b)(4) 
Waivers (Dec. 10, 2004) (“Diversity Committee Recommendation on Foreign Ownership”), 
available at http://transition.fcc.gov/DiversityFAC/recommendations.html (follow link to 
“Foreign Ownership”) (last visited August 11, 2011); Initial Comments of the Diversity and 
Competition Supporters in Response to the Second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 
2006 Quadrennial Regulatory Review, MB Docket No. 06-121 et al. (Oct. 1, 2007), pp. 37-39;  
Petition for Partial Reconsideration, Promoting Diversification of Ownership in the Broadcasting 
Services, MB Docket No. 07-294 et al. (June 16, 2008), pp. 9-12. 



 



 
 



 
 



 


